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ligious Brethren the Prolocutor and. 


the reft. of the Divines affembled and 
now fitting at Wefminfler by Autho- 
tityof Parliament, the prefenr, 


i peace , and of the 
pleafantneffe of Brethrens unity ,knowing thac 

4 when peace is fet a its proper bafis, viz. 
Righteoufneffe and Trach, ic is one of the bett 

ns both deleétable and profitable ; like 

Aarons omtment, and the dew of Hermon. It is true, by rea- 
fon of different lights and different fights among Brethren; 


-theremay be diffenting in opinion ; yet why fhould there be » 


any Separating from Church-communion? The Churches coat" 
may be of divers colours, yet why fhould thers 
it? Have we nora couchftoneof rruth,rhe good word of God; | 
and when all things are examined by that word, then chat 
which is beft may be held faft ; but firft shcy mnft be knowne 
and then examined afterward. Ifour diffenting Brethrenafter 
fo many importunate entreaties, would have been perfwaded 
(either in zeale to the truth,or in fincere love to the Churches - 
peace and unity among:Brethren; or inrelpe co their owne™ 
their promiie made with the. Minifters of London now five - 
years finee, or any fuch like reafonable confideration’) atlatt 
to have given us a fall narrative of gropnds 
“would -not have 


(1) 
Reverend and beloved Brethren, 
Gon Ee are exceeding zpprehenfive of the défire- - 


(2) 
foo at fuch a diftanze from us as now they do; Burt t 
chofe father co walk by their own private lights then to 
bofome them (elvesto us theirm lt affeStionate Brethren, and 
co fer themilelves in an tincrodden way of cheir own, racher 
then to wait what our covenanted Reformation, according to 
the word of God and examples of he belt Reformed Chare 
would bring forth, But the offence doth norend here, ir js 
much that our Brethren fhould &parate from the Chutch, bat 
chat they fhould endeavour to get awarranc co authorize their 
{eparation from it, and to have liberty ( by drawing members 
out of it ) co weaken and diminifh 11, will ( fo farreas lies in. 
them ) they have brought it to nothing; this se think to be 
plainly unlaw full, yet chis we underftand ts their prelent defign 
and endeavour. Wherefore ( Reverend Brethren ) having had 
fuch large experience of your zeale of Gods glory, your care 
ofhis affi&ed Churca, your earneft endeavours to promote 
the leat Reformation of it, and of your ready concur- 
rence with us in the improvement of any méanes rhat might 
be found conducible to thisend; we are bold to hint unto you 
thefeour enfuing Reafons againft the Toleration of Indepen- 
dency in this Church. 
I The defires and endeavors of /ndependents for a Toleration 
are at this tims extreamly unfeafonable and przproperous:for, 
a» The Reformation of Religion is not yet perfected and 
edamong us according to our Covenant. And why may 
not the Reformation be raifed up at laft to fuch puricy and pere 
fection that truly tender Con{Ciences may receive abundant fa- 
tisfaction for onght that yer appzares?” 
2. Tt is nor yet known what the government of the /nde- 
pendent: is, neither would they ever yer vouchfafe to let the 
world know what they ‘hold’ in that’ point , thouch fome of 
theirparty have been too forward tochalenge the Londen Pe- 
utioners as led with blande obedience, ahd pinning their fostes 
wom the Pricfs fleeve , ‘for defiring an eftablifhment of 
of Chrift, before thete was ‘any modell of it 
3+ Wee can hardly bee perfivaded. thar the Zxdesendems 
themielves Cater all the ttirres chey have made us) 


” 


(3) 
2 et fully refolved about wy wherewith 
nod, bee concluded , feeing yf pablifh hor their modell 
(though they chey are nimble in pudlifhing other things 
and they profeffe Referves, and New lights, for which thiey: 
will( no doubr ) expest the like toleration, and fo in infixstum. 
It were more ble to move for toleration when once 
chey are pofitively determined how farre 
and where they meaneto fay. 
- II Their defires and endeavours are unreafonable andune- 
ouall in divers 


-eftablifhed ( farre as we in any Chriftian by 
the civill iftrate. 
2. Partly becaufe fome of them have folemnly profett that 
they cannot futfer Presbytery .and an{werable hereunto is their 
in thofe places where ncy prevailes. 
becaule to grant to them and not to other 
are free bornaswell as they, and have done as 
god ferviceas theyto the publike (as they uf€ro plead ) will 
counted injuftice and great partiality; but to grant ‘ir unto 
all willfcarce be cleared from great impiety. | 
I 11 Independency is a Schifme, for | 
1. Independems doe 
Charches, and fo acknowledged by themi{elves: 
2. They draw and fedace our members ftom our Congre- 
LIONS. . 
They ere Congregitios under eparate and 
4.1 ion wic our C in Sa- 
craments. 
§» Their Minifters to preach among ws as 
6. Theirmembers, ifat any time they joyn with us in hear’ 
irg the word andprayer, yet doit siot' as wich the mini- 
fieriali iyordand prayer, nor as. aéts-of Church*commiunion. 


Churcd, tCorsr.to: Cor, 12. 25° 
Rom.6-2 7. »vith-t Core3.3--Gal.§.20 


‘Fation, 


| 


depart from our Churches , being true 


Now wee judze that no Sciti‘m is to“be tolerated 1 in che 


1. Partly becau‘e no fach roleration hath hitherto 


Schifnes 
Divi; 


llinevicably follow upon thisTole- 


é 
~ 
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(42) 
ration, sod chat both vo Chinchand 
Tothe( burch,as, 


Canieleffe and revokes from our Minittry and Cone 
gregations. 


fubverted,as Alls 15.24. 


3 Bitter heart barnings among, brethren will be fomented: 
end perpetuated to polterity- 
4 The godly painfall and Orchodox Miniftry willbe 


The kfeand porrer of godine will be eaten ont by 
Volous di vaine jangli 
_ 6 Thewhole courle of Religion in private families willbe: 
interrupted and undermined. 


7 Reciprecall neareft and dearet 
will be 


8The whole workof Reformation: 


Government will be retarded, di 
made utterly fruftrate and void , whilft every perfon fhall have: 
liberty upon every criviall difcoment at P Gow 

All Sorts and the. wilk. 
the ill» 
fafeguard and fhelter them(felves undet the 
dency and fome of the 


ly avowed, liberty ofcomicience as for: 
reas 


Church of Ew tame wilt: 
be {wallowed mp wich diffraction and confusion , ous God 


notthe Author of confaton but of peace 43 


miichiefes inthe 


3 Our peoples mindes will be troubled, and in danger tobe 


of 


? 


le Ali The Church will have their 

2. The Kingdome will be wofully weakned by-{candals and “ 

Diviions, fo that the and For-- 
| will be encouraged to plot and pradtice apaintt it, 

30; 


| 


Ic is much left the Mapi- 
fhouldnot onely bee weakened, but evenutterly over- 
-thrown,confidering the principles and praGices 
together with their compliance wich other SeAaries 
ently known to be Anti- Magiftraricall, 

$Sach.aToleration isutterly 
with tharfolemn 


t-and 
andCovenant for Reformaticnand de- 
fence of Religion which net onely both Hones of Parliament. 
but alfo perions ofall forrsin both Kingdomes of England antl 
(Scotland, tabicribed and with lifted vp to 
andwe,end thole that moft earneftly purfue the eflablifhment 
‘ofthis Toleration, ‘have -made, (or fhonld havemade) in the 
prefence of eAlmig hty Godthe fearcher of all hearts,with atrue 
t the fame as we foall anfiver at that days 
when the feer:ts of oll hearts fhatlbe difclofed. For 
1, Ths ss'Oppohite to the Reformation of Religion accor 
dingtothe Word of God, and the exam le of the beft Keformed 
Churches, Article 1. 
2, It isdeftrndtive to thethree Kingdomes conjun- 
dion and wuiformity in Religion and Government , which might 
leade us and bresbren live in fish 
dove, AML. 
3. Itis. plainely contrary to. that extirpation of Schifw, amd 
bee ary to found Dotlrine;and the 
power of Godlineffe:, which we have fworn fecerely, really yand 


confiantly to endeavonr wabont 
ree 


plagues, Art.3. 


feemes unterly Cif toleration fhould 


‘guilty, are of the 


| 


inevit ide one King dome from another , and unhappily 
fattsons and partie the pee tothis 


that they may be broug ht to pubiike eryall, and receive 
Art 4. and 

Thefe are fome of the many confiderations which make deep 
inspreffion upon our Spirits apainft that great Diana of 
Jendems, and all the Sectaries fo much cryed up by them in the 
times. Teleration, A Toleration. And how. 

-ever , nonefhould-have more rejoyced then our felves. in the 

etabliflament of a brotherly , peaceable and Chniftian Ac: 

commoarion : yet this being rejected by 
cannot how the forementioned 
devett and abhorre thexnuch endeavoured Toleration: ‘ou 
bowels. our bowels are ftirred withinus , and we could even 
drown our felves im -teares, when we call t0 minde how long 
end tharp a travel this Kinedome hath been in ‘for many 
“yeares tocether. to bring-fo forth chatbleffed fruit of a pureand 
perf@&t Refontation , and now at lait after all.our pangs and 
dolors and expe&ations,this reall and Reformation,is: 
in danger of being ftrangled in the birth by a st 
on that ftrives to be brought forth before a. 
Wherefore (Reverend and beloved Brethren) 
fatishe our felves till wee had made fome difcovery of our 
unto you about this matter, not chat we canhar- 
bour the-Jeft jealoufie of your zeale, fidelity , or induftryis 
_ the oppofing and extirpat fuch a rootot gall and bictet 
nefle zs 1s will be, _borh in fent and futute 


ing 
ther dey for finfall filence, or flugeith 


gion 
peace.of the Church ‘pe 


rations, 
645: of the to when 
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be Yon 


| fercngthen one anothers refolutions: againft the. prefent 
| may not finite us: ano- 
‘deficiency In any point 


Ofcertain 


divers pacts ofthis Kingdom, from Friday che 26. 0f Desom. 


‘+a, Sir William: Brerérens phe 2000. 

anda great fight with a partes from \Vorceftcr ard 

nuveber chat were killed, and the usie pat to 

A farther Relation of the tb 
wih be Lif ofthe 


The Enensies fallin a Garrifon of ours in in 
what winner they the of Rocker. 
dine and burning theresf, 

Theveking Vo.of Ludlow bérfe pnd feiting of thé CHlepits thar 
vedthat Tews Aad the fallying ent of Plymouth, 
tell and diverfe Prifemers,° 

§. The ncere ingagensent of Sit Thomas Fairfax vith rhe 
inthe Weft, Tice feverall quarters and che Rendsovous, of the 
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